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About the Company

Mad River Theater Works is a professionalitayitheater
company based in West Liberty, Ohio. Our purpsde icraft
plays that are both drawn from and produced foipxple of the
farms and small towns of rural America, and to camioate the
concerns and insights of our communities to peep&ywhere.
Since 1978 we have collected stories, molded tlaiternal into
plays, and performed our work at community centshpols,
colleges, and theaters throughout the United Stateghing an
annual audience of over 70,000 through over 20fbpaances.

Mad River Theater Works is one of only a hahdf
professional theaters in the United States baseaah
communities. Our unique mission has attractedtipport of the
National Endowment for the Arts, as well as fourute,
corporations, and individuals.

Special Support

Mad River Theater Works is particularly gratdbr the
generous ongoing support of the Martha Holden Jgni
Foundation. The Foundation has been the primamsy of the
school touring programs of Mad River Theater Wddighe past
four years. Their assistance has made this progcasible.



The Artists

Jo Frannye Reichert(Rosa Parks) is appearing for the first
time with Mad River Theater Works. She is a natv&ellow
Springs, Ohio. Jo Frannye has performed with then&tuRace
Theatre Company, the Ohio Lyric Theatre, has ajgoeiar
industrial and independent films and sang backagals for local
artists. Her roles include Diana MoralesArChorus LingAnita in
West Side StoryMae West irMlae West and 10 Good Mesnd the
title role inPeter Pan Jo Frannye is a graduate of the University of
Dayton with a B.A. in Theatre Performance and shi&@e Choir
and Music Ministries Director at Saint Paul Chuictyellow
Springs, has choreographed many musicals and bgisttdance
for the musical theater as guest faculty at CetlarMiniversity.

Charles Wesley Lattimore(E.D. Nixon) from Orlando, FL.
received his B.A. degree in theatre performancen fidorida
A&M University where he was elected by popular daech&o be
the first (MR. FAMU) King of the University in itexistence. This
multi-talented singer, dancer, actor, recordingsnias been heard
and seen on stages across the country with rai@agvn such
shows aPreamgirls Five Guys Named Moe, Everybody’s Her,
the Jackie Robinson story, Piano Lesson, Good GimigAty,
Blues for Alabama Sky, One Mo' Time, Sophistichteties,and
The Wiz A jack-of-all-trades and master of most, Chartesa
stranger to Mad River Theater Works and is gladedack for
another season.

Sadie and Raiford Faircloth (Mary Ann, Miss Evans and
Grandpa, Myles Horton) are talented and experiepeeitrmers
with a passion for music and telling stories. Oradly from
Memphis, Tennessee, Sadie grew up playing the @adasinging
with her family. Raiford’s father was a recordingst for Decca
Records and began performing with his father’'s bahdn he was
only ten years old in Chattanooga, Tennessee. @adi®aiford
were married in 1973 and have played in bands hegetver since
including Bluebird Special, Studillac, the Moduletpand
Crosseyed Cat. Well-known to college and coffeeb@usliences
across the country, Sadie and Raiford are appeatthgMad
River Theater Works for the first time. They brimgtstanding
musicianship and a keen awareness of the importrtbe history
of the Civil Rights movement to their roleshio Easy Walk



Cherise Jefferson(Jackie) is an actress, writer, and educator
who has enjoyed an extensive career in the thddine television,
and radio industries. She has worked regionallpnally, and
internationally entertaining audiences of over 800, Some of her
past stage credits include national tourstdéve A Dreamand
Poetry Alive!Other regional select credits includldRaisin in the
Sun, Fences, To Kill A Mockingbird, Blues For Aalzdma Sky, A
Midsummer Nights Dreapand many more. Cherise originated
many roles including her most recent portrayal of @Quinn in the
Messages of Empowerment Productioiofine Intervention
which is now slated for national tour. Cherise reee an Irene
Ryan nomination for her portrayal of Mrs. Christinade in
Ibsen’sA Doll Houseand is a proud member of arts and civic
organizations such as the Baltimore Theatre AlkaiNew Jersey
Theatre Alliance, NAACP and the National CongrefsBlack
Women. Cherise has a nationally accredited degré&aeatre from
Valdosta State University and presently residestianta, Georgia.
Cherise says, “There is no such thing as failunégss you quit!”

Jeff Hooper(Writer, Director) is the founding director of Mad
River Theater Works. His writing and directiondaits include
work at Actors Theatre of Louisville, Indiana Repey Theatre,
Arena Stage in Washington, D.C., Berkeley Stage [@zom in
Berkeley, California and Roadside Theater of Wihiteg,
Kentucky. He was also a Founding Director of tladfiMoon
Theater in London, England. He has written overity-five
original scripts for Mad River Theater Works indlugl Captive
Heart, John Henry, Freedom Bound/ings of CourageandThe
Legend of Casey Joneble also collaborated with Native
American Poet Lance Henson to cre@tg of the Americaand
Coyote Roa@nd directed the premiere of John Oli®lyn and
the Polka Kingat theHumana Festival of New American Plays at
Actors Theatre of Louisville in 1992Coyote Roadhas been
translated into French and was presented in 200featheatre
Montansier in Versailles, Francéle was awarded an Ohio Arts
Council Playwriting Fellowship in 1989-90 and hasved on
numerous panels for the National Endowment fordths, the
Ohio Arts Council, the Massachusetts Cultural Cduaad the
Florida Arts Commission. He is also a site repdidethe NEA.

Bob Lucas(Composer) comes from a singing family tradition.
He is a rhythm guitarist, banjo player, old timgdiier and has a
rich tenor voice, spanning over three octaves.a gemposer and
lyricist with Mad River Theater Works, he has cbbtaated with
playwright Jeff Hooper to crealgeedom BoundBlack Hats A



Christmas CarglandEvelyn and the Polka Kingnd has acted as
musical director and performed in those plays aadyothers.
Bob was music director and performecewvelyn and the Polka
King at Actors Theater of Louisville, Steppenwolf Theatr
Chicago, and City Theatre in Pittsburgh, Pennsy&zaMoreover,
Bob is a songwriter whose words and tunes have pegsed by
"Melody Maker" and "Pickin" Magazine, and two o&lsongs
appear on Alison Kraus’ Grammy award winning albNew
Favorite Bob'’s first albumThe Dancer Inside Youeceived a 4-
star rating from "Downbeat" Magazine and Bob hasmndy
released a new CD with his daughter ChiGe, Bob's musical
expertise encompasses folk, bluegrass, swing, esakspiritual
music of many genres.



Synopsis

The play opens at the end of our story on the tstiafe
Montgomery, Alabama, in December of 1955. The aumbemeets
two African-Americans who have just found a flyayihg in the
street. We learn that Rosa Parks has been arffestexfusing to
give up her seat on a bus to a white person amy@oli of city
buses is planned to protest her arrest and tried.Chst sings a
song about the boycott called “Freedom Calling.”

The play then transports the audience back to [Bamel, Alabama,
in 1923 where Rosa Parks spent much of her childhosa
jumps rope and sings rhymes with neighborhood kg she is
overheard by Mary Ann, a white girl. Fearful of witae girl will
do, Rosa says “It’s just a silly little rhyme. Imlbmean you do
harm...” Mary Ann threatens to tell her father, wlid&osa’'s
father’s boss. Rosa pleads with her not to tellryMenn then
befriends her. As the girls chat and Rosa is driavlay Mary
Ann’s interest in her, she tells her that she ligestry, especially
Paul Lawrence Dunbar. When Rosa tells Mary Ann Ehatbar is
African-American, Mary Ann is shocked and turnsRwsa. Rosa
threatens Mary Ann if she tells about their conagosm but knows
that Mary Ann will report their confrontation anyywa

The play transitions to Rosa’s
grandfather’s house and the audience
learns that Rosa was born in February,
1913, the daughter of a carpenter and
teacher. Rosa arrives to visit her
grandfather, Sylvester Edwards, an
older African-American, who is light
skinned and has often passed for white.
He tells her that Mr. Hudson, Mary
Ann’s father, has stopped by and told
Rosa’s mother not to let her daughter
tease his little girl again. Sylvester
warns Rosa not to mess with “Mr.
Charlie,” his name for white folks and
sings a song called “Jump, Mr. Charlie, Jump” aliosit
confrontations with whites.

The next scene takes place as Rosa preparestteestanth grade.
Rosa arrives at Miss White’s Industrial School®rls in
Montgomery and is greeted by Miss Evans, a whidg.|IRosa says
there must be some mistake but Miss Evans reasiserdksat no



indeed, this is a school for colored girls. Rogsstto leave and
says she would rather study in a school with coleeachers. Miss
Evans persuades her to stay and give it a tnhaslgesn’'t have
much choice if she wants an education. Rosa resemiss then
introduced to Jackie, another student at the scldaokie promises
to show how to have fun despite Miss Evans’s sttlds. Rosa
insists she’s just there to study but Jackie syt don’t know
how to shimmy, then you haven't lived.”

The play then takes the audience to the end otlegenth grade
year. Rosa must drop out and go home to care fagitle mother.
Rosa and Jackie sing “Where | Come From” aboutaesipility,
family and
community. Rosa
goes to set up house
with her family in
Montgomery but
soon meets
Raymond Parks, a
barber and one of
the founders of the
local chapter of the
NAACP. The men
of the chapter hold a meeting in the Parks’s livingm, armed
with guns to protect themselves. Rosa keeps watittealoor but
is adamant that she wants them gone as quicklpssige because
she thinks the guns put them all in danger. E.RoNiintroduces
himself to her and asks why she is so upset. Rpsathat she
wants to join the NAACP but her husband won't gine
permission. Nixon refuses to help Rosa overcomevibkes of her
husband.

Rosa decides to take matters into her own handgaeesito the
Montgomery County Courthouse to register to voter€é she
again meets Miss Evans who now works for the Boérd
Elections. She also runs into Jackie who has cauk to take the
required citizenship test for a third time. Jadiets irate and
warns her that the process is rigged and they deanit to let
colored people register to vote. Incensed by thesdecides to go
against Raymond'’s wishes and join the NAACP.

Rosa shows up for her first meeting with the NAA&TI pays her
dues in full for the year saying she doesn’t waete to be any
doubt about her commitment to the cause. E.D. Nitms1Rosa
about whether or not she has a sense of humor.iRgists she is



not always serious and E.D. says he’s relieveda$ beginning to
think I was gonna have to wear my funeral suit getmgs from
now on.” E.D. and Rosa sing “Welcome to the Paatydut trying
to be happy in spite of the mountain they havditolc

Rosa finally succeeds in registering to vote bumhes to realize
that it will take more than elections to abolishregation. Rosa
has become secretary of the Montgomery chaptéreoNAACP
and one of her jobs is recording the stories ofcAfr-Americans
who have faced discrimination. She is confrontetthwaking her
friend Jackie’s statement about witnessing a murder

In the spring of 1955, Rosa attends a Civil Rigitskshop at the

Highlander Center in Tennessee. Rosa meets MylesiHaho

asks how things have been going in Montgomery. $ks &er to
tell him the troubles on
the city buses. Rosa and
Myles talk about the
struggle for Civil Rights.
Myles tells Rosa that the
rights of all people, black
and white, must be
respected for true equality
to exist.

Rosa returns to
Montgomery. She attends a Bible study group wharemto her
surprise she is greeted by Miss Evans. Miss E\altestthe
opportunity to apologize to Rosa for what she ditiér while
working at the Courthouse. She says “The way yoie weated
wasn't right”. Miss Evans sings “Forgiveness” anasR joins her.

The scene shifts to steps outside the Montgomeunyalail
where Rosa tells E.D. and Jackie how she sat dovtheocrowded
bus and decided not to stand up when the bus doleher to
move. Jackie and E.D. chime into the role of the dniver as Rosa
tells the story. The other actors join the sceneaasators and they
all sing “I Will Sit Down” Rosa says, “Some peolay | was tired
that day and that was why | wouldn’t give up myts8ait the only
tired | was, was tired of giving in. The time hazhe for someone
to make a stand, and that person was me. | wa$@ta | was just
an ordinary person who decided to sit down andoomted.” They
all sing “Freedom Calling” and tell of the succesfus boycott
which resulted in the desegregation of the bus@dasftgomery.



Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks was an ordinary American citizen whoemad
extraordinary history on December 1, 1955, by riefyi$o give up
her seat on a bus to a white man. Her subsequest and trial for
this act of civil disobedience kicked off the Moatgery Bus
Boycott, one of the largest social movements oibth century,
and launched Martin Luther King, Jr. to the forefrof the
burgeoning Civil Rights Movement.

Rosa Parks was born Rosa
McCauley in Tuskegee,
Alabama, on February 4, 1913,
to James and Leona
McCauley, respectively a
carpenter and a teacher. When
her parents separated they
moved to Pine Level, Alabama
where Rosa lived with her
mother, brother and
grandparents. She was
homeschooled until she was
11 and then enrolled at the
Industrial School for Girls in
Montgomery where she took
vocational and academic
courses. She then went on to
study at the Alabama State
Teachers College for Negroes but left before griwgao care for
her ailing mother and grandmother.

Parks set up housekeeping in Montgomery, Alabardesaon met
Raymond Parks, a barber and one of the foundetedbcal
chapter of the NAACP (National Association for thdvancement
of Colored People). Rosa took a number of jobsirenfjom
domestic worker to hospital aid. At her husbandging, she
finished high school in 1933 at a time when less1th% of
African Americans had a high school diploma.

In December 1943, Parks went against her husbansdres and
also joined the NAACP. She served as secretatyetohen
president, E.D. Nixon. She continued as secretatiy 1057. She
and her husband were also members of the Voteegjuee Parks
also worked as a seamstress for a white couplginirand
Clifford Durr, who treated her with the same resdforded to
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white people. With the Durrs’ sponsorship and enagement, she
attended the Highlander Folk School, an educatsores for
workers’ rights and equality in Tennessee.

Deeply moved by the brutal murder of Emmett TilAngust
1955, Parks attended a

mass meeting in

Montgomery which

focused on this murder

and other recent local

murders. It was only

four days before her

historic refusal to give

up her seat on the bus.

Reflecting on her life

many years later, Parks

remarked, “People

always say | didn’t give up my seat because | wad,tbut that
isn’t true. | was not tired physically or no monmed than | usually
was at the end of a working day. | was not oldhalgh some
people have an image of me being old then. | wag-fwo. No,
the only tired | was, was tired of giving in.”

Rosa Parks later moved to Detroit and served osttféof
Congressman John Conyers. She died in Detroit® .20
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Civil Rights Timeline

May 17, 1954

Supreme Court rules in landnr&wn vs. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kans#sat segregation in public
schools is unconstitutional.

August, 1955

Emmett Till, a 14 year old Chicagogsiting
Mississippi, is kidnapped, brutally beaten and reved.
The case becomes a cause celebre for the CivitRigh
Movement.

December 1, 1955

Rosa Parks refuses to give upela¢ito a white man on
bus in Montgomery, Alabama, kicking off the
Montgomery Bus Boycott.

January, 1957

Martin Luther King, Charles Steelg ared
Shuttlesworth establish the Souther Christian Lestde
Conference, integral in the organization of theilCiv
Rights Movement and upholdings its principles afnitly
and non-violent civil disobedience.

September, 1957

In Little Rock, Arkansas, nine btadents are blocked
from entering all white Central High School on arde
from the Governor. The Federal government senlldan t
National Guard to intervene on behalf of the sttslen
They become known as the Little Rock Nine.

April, 1960

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Guittee
(SNCCQ) is formed, giving students a place and vaice
the Civil Rights Movement.

May, 1961

The Congress of Racial Equality sponfoeédom
Riders”, student volunteers who travel throughbet t
South to test out new laws that prohibit racialreggtion
on interstate highways. Many are beaten by angtysmo
along the way.

April 16, 1963

Martin Luther King is arrested arailéd during anti-
segregation protests in Birmingham. He writes his
seminal “Letter From Birmingham Jail” on every
person’s moral responsibility to disobey unjustdaw

August 28, 1963

200,000 people join the March orshifggton and listsem
to Martin Luther King's “I Have a Dream” speech.

September 15, 196

3

Four young girls are killedirmBigham, Alabama
when a bomb explodes as they attend Sunday school
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, setting offsti

July 2, 1964

President Johnson signs the Civil Rigtet of 1964, the
most sweeping civil rights legislation since the
Reconstruction.
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August 4, 1964 The bodies of civil rights workefames Chaney,
Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner, are found
buried in an earthen dam. They had been helping to
register black voters and investigating the burrifig
black church. They were murdered by the Klu KluaiI

February 21, 1965 Malcolm X, black nationalist dmdnder of the
Organization of Afro-American Unity, is shot to diea

August, 1965 Race riots erupt in the Watts seatidrmos Angeles,
California.
April 4, 1968 Martin Luther King is shot to death lae stands on the

balcony outside his motel room in Memphis, Tennesse
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The Montgomery Bus Boycott

Contrary to popular myth, the Montgomery Bus Boyeads not an
impromptu reaction to years of segreation and JiowGaws by
the African-American residents of Montgomery, bitighly
organized movement that had been slowly gathetaans, yet
waiting for the right moment to burst forth on thablic scene.
Black activists had begun to build a case arousdathest of a 15-
year-old girl, Claudette Colvin. On March 2, 198®lvin was
handcuffed, arrested and forcibly removed from bliplbbus when
she refused to give up her seat to a white mathétime, Colvin
was active in the NAACP's Youth Council, a groupvtuich Rosa
Parks served as Advisor.

Parks was

raising money

for Colvin's

defense, but

when E.D.

Nixon learned

that Colvin was

pregnant, it was

decided that

Colvin was an

unsuitable

symbol for their

cause.

Strategists

believed that the

segregationist

white press

would use Colvin's pregnancy to undermine any btbtydte
NAACP also had considered, but rejected, earlietgsters
deemed unable or unsuitable to withstand the pressi cross-
examination in a legal challenge to racial segregdaws.

In Montgomery, the first four rows of bus seats everserved for
white people. Buses had "colored" sections forlb[@@ople—who
made up more than 75 % of the bus system's rideesierglly in
the rear of the bus. These sections were not fixaetze, but were
determined by the placement of a movable sign. They had to
move to seats in the rear, stand, or, if theremaaom, leave the
bus. The driver also could move the "colored" secsign, or
remove it altogether. If white people were alreaiyng in the
front, black people could board to pay the fare,tban had to
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disembark and reenter through the rear door, if thade it in time
before the doors closed.

Parks boarded the Cleveland Avenue bus at aroymch 6
Thursday, December 1, 1955, in downtown Montgom&he paid
her fare and sat in an empty seat in the firstoblback seats
reserved for blacks in the "colored" section, whics near the
middle of the bus. As the bus traveled along itgil&r route, all of
the white-only seats in the bus filled up. The eched the third
stop in front of the Empire Theater, and severdteybassengers
boarded.

In 1900, Montgomery had passed a city ordinancéh®ipurpose
of segregating passengers by race. So, followimgdstrd practice,
bus driver James F. Blake noted that the fronhefus was filled
with white passengers and there were two or three standing,
and thus moved the "colored" section sign behin@&$Pand
demanded that four black people give up their sedtse middle
section so that the white passengers could sit.

By Parks' account, Blake said,
"Y'all better make it light on
yourselves and let me have those
seats." Three of them complied.
Parks moved, but toward the
window seat; she did not get up to
move to the newly repositioned
colored section. Blake then said,
"Why don't you stand up?" Parks
responded, "l don't think | should
have to stand up.” And he said,
'Well, if you don't stand up, I'm
going to have to call the police and
have you arrested.' | said, 'You
may do that."

That evening, Nixon conferred with Alabama Statdece
professor Jo Ann Robinson about Parks' arrest asel &obinson,
a member of the Women's Political Council (WPQGyst up all
night mimeographing over 35,000 handbills annoumarous
boycott. The Women's Political Council was thetfgsoup to
officially endorse the boycott.

On Sunday, December 4, 1955, plans for the MontgpBes
Boycott were announced at black churches in the, ared a front-
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page article in The Montgomery Advertiser helpeatad the
word. At a church rally that night, attendees unausly agreed to
continue the boycott until they were treated wité kevel of
courtesy they expected, until black drivers weredyiand until
seating in the middle of the bus was handled arsedome basis.

That Monday night, 50 leaders of the African Amarnic
community gathered to discuss the proper actioihe timken in
response to Parks' arrest. E.D. Nixon said, "My ,Gaok what
segregation has put in my hands!" Parks was tred mlaintiff for
a test case against city and state segregation Marsin Luther
King stated that, "Mrs. Parks...was regarded aobtige finest
citizens of Montgomery—not one of the finest Negttzens, but
one of the finest citizens of Montgomery." Parkswsacurely
married and employed, possessed a quiet and digrdkmeanor,
and was politically savvy.

It rained the day of

the boycott, but the

black community

persevered. Some

rode in carpools,

while others

traveled in black-

operated cabs that

charged the same

fare as the bus, 10

cents. Most of the

remainder of the

40,000 black

commuters walked,

some as far as 20

miles. In the end,

the boycott lasted

for 382 days. Dozens of public buses stood idlerfonths,
severely damaging the bus transit company's firgnodil the law
requiring segregation on public buses was lifted.

The black community's bus boycott marked one ofdhgest and
most successful mass movements against racialgsegne. It
sparked many other protests, and it catapulted Kintge forefront
of the Civil Rights Movement.



